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The hospital is now known as the University Medical Center. 
By the early 1960s, a medical office complex was developed 
between the alignment of Rose Street and Tonopah Drive on 
property that had been owned in the late 1920s by Mr. and 
Mrs. Hicks, who were pioneer residents. 

North of the original Clark County Poor Farm and the Hicks 
property was land owned by James Filbey, who established a 
ranch and well site in 1913. This property extended north to 
Alta Drive and west to Tonopah Drive and includes the area 
now occupied by Valley Hospital  which was first constructed 
in 1971 as a nursing home. It was purchased by a group of 
local businessmen and turned into a hospital, with the latest 
addition completed in 1993. As late as the early 1950s the 
property west of Tonopah was mostly desert and belonged to 
the Las Vegas Valley Water District. 

*This material was researched by Frank Wright of 
the Nevada State Museum and Historical Society

HISTORY

The area that is currently the site of University Medical 
Center and Valley Hospital was almost entirely agricultural 
well into the 1930s. From Martin L. King Boulevard west 
to Shadow Lane and from Charleston Boulevard north to 
Bearden Drive was a dairy farm operated by George Ullom 
Sr. during the 1920s. The farm consisted of 80 acres with an 
artesian well. The south 20 acres were rented to a Japanese 
tenant farmer. 

Directly north of the Ullom farm, extending north to Alta 
Drive, was the Buol Addition, which dates back to 1905, but 
which wasn’t developed until much later. Peter Buol, who 
laid out the addition, became the city’s first mayor after Las 
Vegas was incorporated in 1911. This property is currently 
the former site of the Southern Nevada Health District 
building, which was erected in 1965 and included a major 
addition in 1974. The area between Shadow Lane and Rose 
Street (extended) on the west, north to Alturas Avenue, 
was the Clark County Poor Farm dating from the 1920s. 
A new 11 room building was constructed in 1929 to house 
handicapped and indigent men as part of the operation of 
the Clark County Road Department. Sometime in the late 
1930s, this facility began to be referred to as the Clark County 
Hospital. In 1945, a new hospital facility renamed the Clark 
County General Hospital was built on the site and, in 1952 
the facility became the Southern Nevada Memorial Hospital. 




